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CONSIDERED. 


AT this time, when thoſe gentlemen, who 
vour Canal Navigation, are exerting 
every nerve to accompliſh their intended pur- 
poſe, it may be matter of ſome difficulty to 
determine, whether they are. actuated by the 
motives of private intereſt or public ſpirit, 
But it is evident, that their firſt endeavour is 
to diſcredit the labours of thoſe individuals 
who have been appointed to the ſuperviſion 
and improvement of the Thames ; and it is 
likewiſe plain, that they have not given 
themſelves time, coolly and impartially, to 
conſider on which fide the preference ſhould 
be, whether the expence and injury may not 
far exceed the benefit of deſerting the navi- 
gation of the River and n that of a 
Canal. 
B Hav- 


11 
Having taken ſo conſiderable a part as 
2 commiſſioner of the Thames navigati- 
on, I cannot refrain laying before the pub- 
lic, a Narrative of the proceedings of the 
commiſſioners, and from a very few obſerva- 
tions, ' ſhew the former, the preſent, and the 
intended ſtate of that river—if the gentlemen 
abovementioned had not taken very extraor- 
dinary methods to put a ſtop to the intended 
improvements for the preſent ; I ſay for the 
preſent, for at this time the greateſt improve- 
-mentswe re propoſed, and on the eve of be- 
ing carried into immediate effect. After this, 
Il am confident that all impartial perſons (upon 
mature conſideration of the advantages and 
diſadvantages of the Thames and Canal Navi- 
gation) will with me be perſuaded that the 
River Thames may, at a very ſmall expence, 
_ "bimpared to that of making a canal, be made 2 
a navigation. by far more beneficial to the 
public than any canal. And this, independent 
of the injury numberleſs individuals will ſuſ- 
tain by the deſertion of the River; and inde- 
pendent likewiſe of the great inconvenience 
and prejudice land owners muſt receive 
| _— whoſe property the canal is to paſs. 
Nl Very 


72 


{ 3 4 

Very many years, perhaps ſome centuries, 
before any canal was projected in this king- 
dom, the navigation of the Thames was very 
conſiderable, and conveyed the produce of 
the lands borderin g thereon to London, to a 
very large amount, aud which returned coal, 

and other neceſſary articles, in nearly equal 
| proportion. 


In the agth of Geo. It. an act was obtain- 
ed for the better carrying on and regulating 
the Navigation of the rivers Thames and Iſis, 
from the city of London weſtward, to the 
town of Cricklade in the county of Wilts, 


% Whereas, the rivers of Thames and Iſis 
have, time out of mind, been navigable from 
the city of London to the village of Bercott, 
in the county of Oxford ; and from the city 
of Oxford weſtward, beyond Lechlade in 
the county of Glouceſter : And whereas, in 
and by an act of parliament made and paſſed 
in the one and twentieth year of the reign 
of his late Majeſty king James the Firſt, 
1623, (intitled, An act for making the river 
of That * 3 for barges, boats, and 

B 2 lighters, 


e 


Tk) 5 
| Webber, from the villige of Bercott, in the 
county of Oxford, unto the Univerſity and 
city of Oxford) the faid rivers were made 
navigable from the aid village of Bercott to 
thefaidcity o of Oxford. 1 Thus far che Preamble. 


1 4s übe that de Beer Wöde Er 5. 
gating, by ſhooting the old locks, was dif- 
ficult and dangerous, and required great ex- 
ertion, in the upward paſſage particularly. 


The powers veſted in the commiſſioners, 
| before the 1 1th'of his preſent Majeſty, were 
inadequate to the eſtabliſhment of regulation, 
to the correcting all | abuſes, or to the pro- 
moting improvements; yet the commiſſioners 

were veſted with ſufficient authority to fix the 
price of tolls, to be paid by the navigators to 

the proprietors of old locks and weirs, for 
the aſſiſtance received from the water being 


penned by them, and given in aid of the na- 
vigation by flaſhes. 


From a pamphlet , Intitled, Remarks, and 
faid to be written by the late Rev. Mr. Spicer 
in 1772, it appears that from the time of 
| paſting 


I 
paſſing the above mentioned act, the tolls paid 
to the proprietors of the old loeks and weirs 


were greatly increaſed, and in the proportion <2 


of from g/l. 4s. to 19/. 125. 64. to all the 
- proprietors: of locks, the Abbey Lock above 
Abingdon, to Boulter's Lock, both included ; 

and by the fame remarks it appears that ſome 
of the rrifling fiſhing weirs, between Oxford 
and Lechlade, had the tolls conſiderably raiſed 
in the years 175¹, 1762, and 1764, fo that 
| ſome of them receive the high toll of 94. for 
five ton; and the little weir at Buſcot (the 


whole expence of erecting which could not 


exceed I 50/.) receives one ſhilling for five ton; 
thatif a ſufficient trade came through the Se- 
vern and Thames Canal into the Thames, to 
pay the ſubſcribers 5 per cent. for the 2 50000/. 
expended and accruing due to the adyenturers, 
the produce to the proprietor of this little 
weir would produce an income of r per 
en | | 


It does not appear, from any - authority, 
whether the old locks and weirs were firſt 
erected for the purpoſe of aſſiſting the navi- 
n, or to pen the water for the benefit of 


. 


1 7 1 


the mills Suppoſe even that they were 


erected ſolely for the purpoſe of che naviga - 
tion, the tolls paid to them by the (navigators 
before the additions made ſince the year 1750, 
as mentioned in the above remarks, were 
adequate to, and a full compenſation for their 
coſt and riſk of repair. However, as by the act 
of the 11th and ſubſequent acts of the preſent 
reign, theſe increaſed tolls are ſecured to the 
proprietors of the ſaid locks and weirs, the 
commiſſioners can only expect or deſire a libe- 


ral co-operation of the pro prietors with them, 


in all plans which tend to the benefit of the 


navigation. The above addition of toll to the 
navigator, and though the then ſmall gradual i in- 


creaſe of every article neceſſary in navigation, 


induced and in ſome degree authorized the 
barge- maſters to raiſe the price of carriage, 


of which they took advantage and became un- 


gove rnable. Therefore the want of power 
in the commiſlioners, to regulate the naviga- 
tors and to raiſe money to make improve- 
ments, introduced a propoſition in the year 
1770, for making a canal from Sunning to 
Ifleworth, which was ſo ſtrongly oppoſed by 
the proprietors of lands through which. it 


was 


YR. 
was to paſs, and thoſe bordering on the 
Thames near Henley, Marlow, and Maiden- 
head, and the perſons long in the poſſeſſion of 
conſiderable trade and property in the above- 
mentioned towns, that the faid ſcheme was 


_ defeated, and in lieu of it an act of parlia- 


ment was obtained, in the 11th of his preſent 
Majeſty, authorizing commiſſioners, under 

the qualifications of 100“. per ann. or 3000 l. 
perſonal property, to execute the powers of 
the faid act, and to borrow any ſum not ex- 


ee eding 50009. on the credit of the tolls, to 


ere& pound locks by the fide of the old locks, 
and tp collect a toll at each pound lock, not 
exceeding 44. a ton for the yoyage of any 
boat, &c. to pay the intereſt of the money bor- 
rowed, other expences, &c. In conſequence 
of the ſaid authority 28900/. was borrow- 
ed, ten pound locks were erected ; that by 
Boulter's, and opened in 1772, by Marlow, 
Temple, Newlock, Hambleton, Marſh, Ship- 
Ake, and Sunning, opened in 17733 by Ca- 
verſham in i776; and by Mapledurham in 
1778. The river was ballaſted, an horſe tow- 
ing path was made, and many large and ex- 
penſive W were built, from Mapledur- 
B + ham 


„ 
ham down to the city ſtone, a diſtance of 45 


miles. But there being no weir and bock 


between Boulter's and the city ſtone, © the 
commiſſioners had not authority to make a 
pound lock, or colle& any toll to repay the 
intereſt of the money expended” in the faid 


16 miles, notwithſtanding the commiſſioners 


had from time to time laid out large furs in 
the faid ſecond diſtrict, by ballaſting and other 
im provements. From hence it appears, that 
the navigation, from Mapledurham to Boul- 
ter's, has been rendered A fafe and certain 
havigation, and cheaper than before ; ; I fay 
cheaper, becauſe it is not dearer at this time, 
notwithſtanding that every article, neceflary 
to navigation, is increaſed neatly one third, 

and the advanced tolls at the old locks eſta- 
buchen EL 

In the year 1784, Mr. Call firſt Wing to 
the commiſſioners that their credit and finances 
were inadequate to the raiſing ſufficient mo- 


ney to carry the improvements to the extent 


it appeared neceſſary they ſhoulll be, to meet 
the trade expected down the canals then mak- 
ing into the Thames ; afterwards, on the 


wy of himſelf and other creditors made a 


pro- 
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{ 9:1; 
propoſition to the commiſſioners of advancing 
any ſum the improvement of the whole navi- 
- gation might require, being. allowed to collect 
ſuch tolls at the pound locks as they ſhould 


think expedient, not exceeding 44, a ton for the 


yoyage, and the creditors being incorporated, | 
This propoſition was rejected by the commiſ- 
ſioners; and a ſecond propoſition was made 
to advance any ſums wanted, at a limited in- 
tereſt, which was rejected likewiſe, as the 
commiſſioners paid only 4+ per cent. for the 
money at that time borrowed. The commiſ- 

ſioners then appointed a committee of three, 
of which I was one, to wait on the chancellor 
of the exchequer, to ſolicit him to appropri- 
ate the amount of the London port duty on 
coals, by allowing a drawback on that article 
on paſſing any ſpecified place; the amount of 
which drawback to be expended in the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Thames; ; 
ſucceſs did not attend this application, or 
that of the following year, for the ſum of 
200001. for the ſame purpoſe. Soon after, in 
the year 1786, I offered the following plan 
of obſeryations and eſtimates to the commiſ- 


ſioners: 


THAMES 


” 


10 | 


”- THAMES NAVIGATION. 


It has been found by experience, that the 
erecting pound locks, and making horſe tow- - 
ing-paths on this navigation, by virtue of the 
Act of ith George III. has been attended 
with many and great advantages (as far as ſuch 
works have been done) by rendering the navi- 
_ gation perfectly fafe, very expeditious, and as 
cheap as any Navigation in the kingdom; of 
which the following is a ſtate ; 


1786. STATE of the Debt, Money in Hand, Annual Re- 
| ceipts and Expences of the Thames Navigation. 


The ſum of money originally borrowed and . d. 
| How due is = — — — '—, — — 28,900 © @ 
The ſavings . accumulated are gooo!. re- 

duced 3 per cent. annuities, eſtimated at 76 | 
R now 24 wil produce 1000. leſs) — — 3,80 o o\ 
d at Chriſtmas 1785, — — 1349 1 


$149 111 

. . — Receipt. | _ 
Neat uce of tolls at 19g. per ton per voyage 

at produce of fl EPE 

Annual Expences. 1 

Intereſt of 28,900). at 5 per cent. — — 1445 
Rents of horſe towiny-paths — — — 160 
Salaries — — — “ — — — 170 
_ Groſs repairs in zyears — — 3109 8 11 
Deduct new works and extraordi- » 
naries in the the ſaid 3 years 1540 © © 


Commen repairs in three years C1569 8 = 
Average of one year's common repairs 523 3 11 
| —d — — 
Total average expences in one year — — 2298 3 11 
Annual ſurplus or ſaving on the average — Z1043 * | 
Ihe 


1 


The above mode of Improvement having 
anſwered ſo well, the ſame is wiſhed to be 
continued from Mapledurham to Lechlade, 


in the county of Gloceſter, to join the intend- 
ed canal from the Severn; and thereby to open 
a communication between the Severn and the 
Thames, and to compleat a ſafe, eaſy, cheap 
and expeditious inland navigation from the 
heart of the kingdom to the metropolis; inſtead 
of the preſent long, uncertain, and dangerous 


navigation to and along the coaſt and by ſea to 
— Thames mouth. 


To effectuate theſe beneficial a as 


ſoon as may be, it is propoſed to apply to par- 


liament for an act to amend aud enlarge the 
powers of the ſaid act. 


To allow barges to be navigated on the ſaid 
rivers, drawing three feet ten inches of water 
throughout the year, (and as probably at 


ſome times they will not be able to load to that 


depth) the tolls to be paid to the old and new 
locks only at three feet nine inches depth. 


To empower the commiſſioners to prevent 
barges 


oy 
& 


tim } 

barges. being laden more than three feet ten 
inches depth, or impeding the navigation by 
9 gt on \ groynd or otherwiſe, | |; 

To empower * commiſſioners bo, borrow 
and raiſe the ſum of money neceſſary for con- 
tinuing and compleating the ſaid navigation to 
Lechlade, for repairing the preſent works, 
and making ſuch new ones below Boulter's, 
as ſhall be requ iſite, on the credit of the pre- 
ſent and additional tolls, not exceeding 4d. a 
ton a voyage at each pound lock on the 

faid navigation. 
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Neceſſary to compleat the river — 429 
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The Sum neceſſary 70 compleat- the ſaid Works is gi. 


mated as follows : 


To re-build 6 pontt-locks, originally built with fir 
and dacaned | =. e nn om wes G20 
To make all neceſſary works and purchaſe land for the 


pounds and horſe paths from Mapledurham to 


. echlade — — — — — — — — . 0 


| To make and compleat works below Boulter's (which 


probably will not exceed 2000. = -— — — 5000 
Expences of obtaining the act of parliament — — 500 
The amount of the preſent debt — — — — — 28900 


— — — 


The whole ſum wanting £71800 


If the barges are permitted to load to three feet ten 

inches in depth, and pay tolls for three feet nine 

inches at 4d. a ton at cach pound lock, the amount 

of ſuch additional tolls will be annually about — 4300 
Add the preſent overplus or ſaving — — — — 1043 


The annual overplus to be expended either in amend- 
ing the river or paying off the debt, willbe — 5343 


Should i ooo more be borrowed on the credit of the 


tolls, intereſt? for it, at 5 per cent. ſhould be deducted 500 


Which leaves the annual overplus — — £4843 
As three locks will probably be compleated be- 


tween Mapledurham and Wallingford, the 
produce of tolls at the ſaid three locks will be 765 


Therefore the annual overplus or ſaving will be 5608 


And this ſum in leſs than twelve years will be ſufficient - 
to pay off the whole ſum wanting, of = — — 77800 


SHORT RECAPITULATION. 


„ 


' Anaual' ſaving on the increaſed tolls at 5608). in 


— — 
71800 
Preſent money in hand 5149 

twelve years, will produſfe—— — — 67296 


£ 72445 


[4] 
Ifir be ſuppoſed to bear on the Reading 
and Newbury traders to have their tolls increaſ- 


ed to payfor amendments aboye ; 


| i | 

The following is an ESTIMATE what a Rnadive BAAG2- 
MASTER will GAIN or LOsE, each Voyage, by the Alteration. 

| 1 GAIN. * d. 

Tolls-Cved at preſent old locks — — — — o 2 1 


EET = mw dm a 
Ditto 12 ditto up + — — — — — 5 8 © 
IE = = == jon 


The Barge-maſter will gain each voyage 1 12 1 


L 086 8. 


ſed expence of an additional man — — 3 0 „ 
* pound Jocks for 15 tons additional — — o 17 6 
AER tolls on whole burthen — — — 6 15 © 


C10 12 6 


E 
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And ſo perfectly convinced of the above 
being a true ſtate, are the principal bargemaſters 
on the river, and many eminent traders, that 
they have ſigned and preſented a Memorial to 
the commiſſioners, praying that ſuch a Plan 
may be adopted, and offering to pay additional 
tolls; and not to raiſe the Oy of — 


At a meeting appointed to take the faid 
plan 


„„ 
plan into conſideration, it was approved, and 
the commiſſioners determined to purſue it 


progreflively, that appearing to be the moſt 
certain mode of compleating river navigation. 


The plan was purſued, and I attended the 


works, with ſome degree of regularity, and - 
I have been told by many gentlemen, that if 


I had not met with unforeſeen impediments, all 
the upper part of the river would have been 


compleated, to the ſatisfaction of the canal 
companies, and would have ſaved the com- 
miſſioners ſome thouſands of pounds. I will 
take the liberty here of ſaying, that Mr. Love- 
den has ſpoke to me to the above purport, 


and will undoubtedly W it if * 


plied to. 


In 1788 application was made to parlia- 
ment for additional powers, particularly to 


raiſe more money, and to obtain the authority 


of erecting pound locks in any part of the river, 
where neceſſary for the benefit of the naviga- 
tion, even if no lock or weir was already e- 
rected. To which the gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood of Windſor objected, and 


threatened oppoſition to the bill, if a clauſe was 


not 


16 * Ib" 
not inſerted, =—_ the erection af a 
pound lock below Boulter's; which clauſe 1 
objected to, and ſtood ſingle in opinion as 4 
commiſſioner attending a committee of the 
Houſe of Commons, that the bill would be 
very deficient if the reſtriction was inſerted⸗ 
and 10 much ſo, that I was for riſking the bill 
rather than ſubmit to it, being fully aſſured that 
pound locks alone would make a good navi- 
gation without doing injury to the lands. Mr. 
Call indeed propoſed, with a view to reeon- 
cile this difference, that it ſhould be inſerted 
in the clauſe, that any device might be erected. 
&c. which might give the commiſſioners ſuſ- 
ficient powers. The bill, however, org 
and became an act of this reign. 


Here I muſt interrupt the Narrative to in- 
troduce the following addreſs: 
To the Land- Owners on the Banks of the 

Thames, between Boulter s Lock and Ille- 


worth, and eſpecially | thoſe! of the level 
- Country, between Maidenhead and Stains. 


«GENTLEMEN, 
THE preſent alarming deſign. of a junto 
of the commiſſioners of the Thames naviga- 


3 tion, 


O 
1— 7 
U, 


Y 


L 


C L! 
tion, to erect Locks and Weirs in the Ri- 
ver, which nature has formed for the com- 
mon ſewer of the country; ſhould ſtimulate 
all of you to form yourſelves into an invinci- 
ble phalanx, to oppole the project, and to 
avert the evils of that miſchievous attempt. 


. Every act of parliament that gave the com- 


miſſioners any powers reſpecting the naviga- 


tion, carefully preſerved your properties, by 
reſtraining them from placing any obſtruc- 


tions to the ſtream, in the bed of the river; 
and expreſſly forbidding any Pound Locks or 


Weirs—yet this junto, contrary to the expreſs 
words of the ſtatutes under which they pre- 


tend to act, and upon the opinion of an igno- 


rant carpenter, did by their order, dated the 


28th of Auguſt laſt, at Windſor, not only 


reſolve to make two Pound Locks in the ri- 
ver, with Weirs to each of them (one above 
and the other below Windſor), but alſo de- 
termined on an application to parliament for 


unlimited powers to make any Locks, Weirs 
or other Works they ſhall think proper in or 


upon any part of the river; whereas all the 
acts of parliament relating to theſe objects 


have hitherto abſolutely prohibited them from 
8 


\ 


45 


doing any thing cf the kind : and, 
ſtanding Mr. Brindley, Mr. Whitworth, and 
Mr. Mylne, after carefully ſurveying the river, 
have declared it as their poſitive and decided 
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L Kinn 1 


notwith- 


opinion, that any ſuch obſtructions placed in 


| it, would be of little uſe to the Navigation, 


and muſt alſo on common floods occaſion in- 


undations of your lands, ſuch as thoſe you 
ſuffered from the great floods ſome years ago, 
and from which lands are long 1 


— 


Permit me, bete, to PU EO 'A 


meeting to be immediately called, for the 


purpoſe of concerting the beſt means of op- 
poſing and defeating this ruinous meaſure. 


It is artfully inſinuated, that theſe Pound 
Locks and Weirs are neceſſary to praſerve 
the navigation of the river, againſt che effects 
of the propoſed canal from Boulter's Lock to 


_ Iſleworth ; whereby the river would be de- 
\ ferted, and for want of boats paſſing as uſual, 


it would be filled with weeds, the conſe- 


quences of which would be mqxe dangerous 
than the Pound Locks. But there is the 


beſt authority for aſſerting, that the promoters 
of the canal are to undertake, by their bill 
| in 


5 1 19 ] 
in . parliament, to keep the river open, and 
the navigation of it, in the beſt ſtate it is ca- 


pable of, without obſtructions to the regular 
courſe of the water. 


Their intention is, not to injure, but to 
improve the river navigation; and it muſt be 


their intereſt ſo to do, becauſe downward 


barges will always prefer the river without 
tolls or tonage, both which they would in- 


cur on the canal ; and without being annoy- | 


ed by upward boats, which muſt always pre- 
fer the canal for the certainty of water and 
the ſhortneſs of the paſſage. I am, 


GENTLEMEN, 
London, . Your very humble Sery 
zoth Janiaty, 1794. 2 „ ant, 


A FREEHOLDER, on the Thames. 


. general meeting of the Thames 


' Commiſſioners is to be held at the Crown and 


Anchor Tavern in the Strand, at Twelve 


o' Clock on Tueſday, where it may not be 


improper for you to repreſent the dangerous 


tendency of the project above ſtated, and 


oppoſe its further progreſs. 
* C2 1 ſhall. 


[ 20 J 


I ſhall here take the Wen of requeſting 


d Freeholder to inform me who are the | 


junto of commiſſioners that have ſuch alarm- 


ing deſigns. I declare that I am at a lofs 
how to fix on any two. commiſſioners who 


have acted as a junto.“ It is true, that the 
commiſſioners, poſſeſſing property in the cen- 
ter of the navigation, are deſirous of improv- 
ing the river and preſerving the navigation 
of it throughout its whole courſe, and they 


ever | have been convinced that pound locks, 


for the purpoſe of navigation only will not 


create! injury to the lands; ; for a committce 


of the commiſſioners of the Thames naviga- 
tion, and a committee of the city, did ob- 
ſerve in their joint ſurvey of the river from 
Marlow to Kingſton, on the 24th and 25th 


of June, 1789, that although there was fix 
inches more water in the river than was ne- 


ceſſary for the navigation, that the banks 
- were {0 high that in no one place did the wa- 


ter break into the land, and eſpecially as the 


4 commiſſioners determined to erect the weirs 


oy 


below Boulter's, according. to a plan lately 


| produced, that as ſoon as the water was a full 


navi vigable height, the whole ſpace of the ri- 


ver 


5 0 
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ver would be opened to carry the water off, 
except what a few ſingle upright poſts might 
obſtruct, which in the whole would not be 
a greater impediment than the erection of a 
bridge. To this plan Mr. Mylne the engi- 
neer has been able to make no other objec- 
tion than uſing it as a wanton impoſition on 
the ignorance of commiſſioners unacquainted 
with navigation, by ſtating the hazard of dan- 
ger to thoſe who are to take up and put down- 
the rimers, known by every acting oommiſ- 
fioner to be the practice at every lock and weir 
throughout the whole Thames navigation, and 
where a ſafe ſtage is not erected, as is intend- 
ed to be at the weirs below Boulter's, and 
where the water for the uſe of the mills is 
kept much higher than will be required be- 
lowBoulter's for the uſe of the navigation only. 


I cannot omit making the following obſer- 
vation here, viz. that in the preſent penned 
part of the river, where the water is kept 
as high as the banks will bear, it is not ſuſ- 
pected that theſe pens accelerate the floods, 
or impede the going off of the water, if the 
locks and bucks are kept open a ſufficient 


C 3 time; 


[ as } 


1 


time; what occaſion therefore is there to ſti. 


mulate all the proprietors of lands to oppoſe 
an object they have leſs reaſon to dread than 
the propoſed cut from Boulter's, and the leſs 


| ſo, as to favout a canal by Windſor, the gen- 


tlemen in that neighbourhood, (as may be 
ſeen by their Advertiſement in the Reading 
Paper on the 24th of February, 1794), 
propoſed even to invite a navigation down the 


Clewer-mill ſtream, and a pound lock like- 
wiſe, where on the 12th of January, 1793. 
it was determined by the commiſſioners of 
of that neighbourhood, that that line of im- 
| provement ſhould not be adopted, for reaſons 


beſt known to themſelves, I have no reaſon 
to alter my opinion of that line being the 
beſt for the i improyement of the Thames. As 
the diſcoveries of this Free holder are ſo very 


extraordinary, I wiſh to be informed in what 


act of parliament is any reſtraint laid on the 


commiſſioners not to ere& locks and weirs, 
except in the reſtriction in the above act 


from erecting locks below Boulter's ; to prove 


that this aſſertion is not only uncandid but 


unjuſt, and introduced to miſlead the public, 


I recite the following clauſe in a& of the 28th 
| 5 of 


121 
of his preſent majeſty, p. 10. © And be it 
further enacted, That the ſaid commiſſioners, 
or any eleven or more of them, at any gene- 
ral meeting ſpecially called, and duly adver- 
tiſed for that purpoſe, ſhall have power to 
make a cut or cuts info, and out of the ſaid 
rivers, for the purpoſe of erecting Or com- 
municating with any lock or locks, pound 
lock or pound locks, or other devices, and to 
erect or make any lock, or pound lock, or 
other device, for the improvement of the ſaid 
navigation, in the place or places moſt con- 
venient, notwithſtanding the ſame may not 
be by the fide of, or even contiguous to any 
old lock ; and that all and every the powers, 
and authorities given and eſtabliſhed in and by 
the faid recited act, made in the eleventh year 
of the reign of his preſent majeſty, for im- 
powering and enabling the ſaid commiſſioners 
to ſet out, aſcertain, and purchaſe, any houſes, 
meſſuages, mills, lands, tenements and here- 
ditaments for the uſes and purpoſes of the 
{aid navigation, and alſo for enabling all bodies 
politic, corporate, or collegiate, corporations, 
aggregate or ſole, huſbands, guardians or 
truſtees, feoffees in truſt, committees, exe- 


C 4 cutors, 
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eutors, and adminiſtrators, to contract for, 
ſell and convey unto the ſaid commiſſioners, 
all or any part of ſuch meſſuages, mills, | 
lands, tenements and hereditaments, for the 
uſe of the ſaid navigation, ſhall, and they are 
hereby extended, continued, and declared to 
be and remain in full force, as to the ſetting 
out, aſcertaining, purchaſing, contracting 
for, ſelling, and conveying of any meſſua- 
ges, mills, lands, tenements and heredita- 
2 ments neceſſary, or that by the order of the 
ſaid commiſſioners ſhall be deemed neceſſary 
and requiſite for the making of any ſuch cut 
or cuts; or for the erecting of any ſuch pound 
lock, weir, or other device, for the i improve- 
ment of the ſaid navigation; provided that 
ſuch cut or cuts do not exceed three ſtatute 
miles in length, and are not made to divert 
the courſe of the ſaid rivers; and provided 
always, that no lock, or pound lock, be 
erected between the city ſtone and Boulter's 


lock, of 


believe no other clauſe in any of the acts 
of the preſent reign lays a reſtriction on the 


commiſſioners from erecting locks, unleſs 
that 


51 N 
that of the XIth of Geo. III. p. 8. is conſidered 
fo to do. I ſhall, therefore, recite it likewiſe. 
% Provided always, T hat nothing in this act 
cContained ſhall extend to authorize or impower 
the ſaid commiſſioners, or any other commiſ- 
ſioners, hereafter to be appointed by virtue of 
this act, to make any cut or cuts to divert the 
preſent courſe of the ſaid river in any manner 
whatſoever, between the brid ge at Maidenhead, 
in the county of Berks and the city of Lon- 
don, nor any where above the ſaid bridge, 
except for the ſole purpoſe of making turn- 


pike locks on the ſides of the preſent locks.” 


A caution to any ſet of men not to be 
guilty of miſconduct cannot give offence ; 
the idea of its neceſſity would not have ariſen, 
had the commiſſioners at the Crown and An- 
chor, on the 4th of February, inveſtigated 
the proceedings of the committee; it would 
then haye been found that due attention had 
1 been paid to the ſtatutes; poſſibly ſuch an 
Y inveſtigation would not have favoured the 
3 deſigns of the meeting, &c. As I conceive 
no offence is attached to any caution, I ſhall 
take the liberty of giving a caution in turn ; 
* and 


[ 26 } Eo 
and I conclude, I cannot offend any of the 
twenty-three gentlemen who, qualified to act 
as commiſſioners on the 15th of January, 
1794, at Oxford, and who appeared to have 
no other motive than adjourning (by number) 
the meeting to London; os the ſixty gentle- 
men, who qualified at the Crown and An- 
chor on the 4th of February, 1794, if I re- 
commend them to conſider the oath they 
then took, that it was taken to act as com- 
miſſioners to improve the Thames navigation, 
and to preſerve the property of all perſons 
placed under their truſt, to abide by the re- 
ſtrictions, and every other matter contained 
in the acts of parliament from whence they 
can derive any authority. It is for every 
commiſſioner to conſider how well he diſ- 
charges this truſt, by qualifying as a commiſ- 
ſioner of the Thames for the purpoſe of di- 
yerting the navigation to a greater extent 
than any act of parliament authorizes him 
to do, 


This Freeholder fame to conſider the per- 
ſons who call themſelves engineers as infalli- 
ble, and that other men cannot have an idea 


of 


7 1 

of . 2 let me remind him that 
common ſenſe is a material ingredient, in the 
uſe of which he will diſcover that the title of 
engineer is given to thoſe who profeſs the art 
of making canals. No one has ever ſtudied 
the art of improving river navigation. Mr. 
Brindley, who has been dead ſome years, did, 
in evidence before the honourable Houſe of 
Commons, ſay that rivers were only fit to 
ſupply water for canals, which implies that 
he did not think them worthy his attention, 


Mr. Brindley's reputation ſtands undoubt- 
edly very high as an engineer, and, when 


| ſuppoſed to have made a ſurvey of the river 


Thames, his opinion, in reſpect to the navi- 
gation, carried conſiderable weight; but the 
caſe is much altered, if Mr. Whitworth was 
the perſon who made the ſurvey and drew the 
plans for Mr, Brindley, which, if I am not 


miſtaken, Mr. Mylne has faid was the fact. 


And, Mr. Whitworth has in evidence faid, 


that he never made a ſurvey of any part of the 


Thames for the purpoſe of improving the 


river; that he never viewed it, as an engi- 
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neer, on any other account than to make a 
canal from it. Although his evidence is in- 
troduced to prove it his opinion, that the 
Thames cannot be made a good navigation; 
yet in a Paper, addreſſed to the gentlemen, 
ſubſcribers to the propoſed Wiltſhire and 
Berkſhire Canal, ſigned R. Whitworth, dated 
October 29, 1793, is the following remark- 
able Paſſage: 


When I LEE the ſurvey of 2 line from 
Abingdon to Wallingford in a parallel direction 
with the river in 1784, I ſurveyed the river 
at the ſame time, and found it in exceeding 
bad repair, and full of obſtructions, which 1 
underſtand is not the caſe now, or at leaſt to 
ſuch a degree; and I ſuppoſe the river is now 
in a fair way to be put into good repair. When 


referring the reader to a note, he ſays, that 


Mr. Whitworth having lately ſurveyed the 
river Thames, finds there is now little or no 
obſtruction thereon below Abingdon, the 
former difficulty at Clifton being removed. 
He finds that the whole ſtoppages of laſt 
yours on Abingdon to London, added to- 

gether 


[ 29 ] | 
N | did not amount to a fortnight” 8 defy: .. 
They generally go from Abingdon to Wal- 
lingford in one day, and the whole of the 
way to London in ſix or ſeven days. The 
wwerage pee of tonnage throoghour | is 1 32 * 


But I muſt confeſs that Mr. Mylne is in 
ſous degree an exception to the general rule, 
for I am much miſinformed if, when he was 
examined reſpecting the practicability of ren- 
dering the rapid river Severn a penn'd navi- 
gation, he did not ſay that river navigation 
vas the beſt, and indeed it is faid in his Re- 
port to the Commiſſioners of the Thames, on 
the 8th of May, 1791, page 26. The whole 
of this courſe of the Thames is a fine river, 
and very capable of an improved inland navi- 
gation. To what extent works neceſſary for 
this purpoſe ſhould be done, is the only ſub- 
ject on which there can be a difference of 
opinion. His opinion ſeems now to be alter- 
ed; it is therefore probable it may again 
change. In ſupport of the above obſervations 

I cannot omit Rating, that at a Thames navi- 
gation meeting at Farringdon, where in the 
courſe of a debate, which required profeſ- 
7 ſional 


{ 3. 


e, Mr. Clqas, an engineer , caſts 


— 


| idly confeſſed that he was convinced of his 
1 — of judgment, from his want of experi- 
| ence, by the explanations of the commitſſior - 
| ers ſurveyors. The aboye js a ſufficient excuſe | 
i; for his. directing gauge weirs to be placed in 
tte upper part of the fixth diſtrict without 
: e, and conſequently were ſon n. 
1 InMr. Mylne'sReport tothe Commpiltjouars, 
l Som Boulter's Lock to Stains, page 425 it is 
{| ſtated that * boats are more heavy loaded in 
| _going from London, and they myſt wait forthe 
repeated flaſhes coming down, which is gene- 
1 rally twice a week, and ſmaller ones ſometimes 
a intervening.” The fact is, that boats are 
bi Lighter loaded from London than to it; this is 
undoubtedly a miſtake, which may ariſe elther 
1 In 1e or inattention. 
113 Wich great Ame I mention, that, at 
4 a time I particularly remember, Sir John Call, 
0 who I believe is better acquainted with river 
0 - Navigation than any other commiſſioner, has 
[ - In. converſation with me agreed that engineers 
1 created difficulties in the management of the 
|| 3 Thames, 
ij | 
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Thames, and that a few commiſfoners then 
named, affifted by the commiſſioners ſurvey- 
.ors, who are judges of the power and force 
of the varying water, from their length of 
practice, were fully competent to carty on all 
che improyements neceſſary to compleat the 
navigation, except when à work is required 

to be erected, which the ſurveyors are inex- 
perienced i in. I continue in the ſame nie. 
1 ee I am not . 


For an inflavce, a little in Wy of 8 
above obſervation, I will ſtate a few circum- 
| ſtances reſpecting the improvement of the 
river from Sutton to above Abingdon. By pow- 
ers given by an act of parliament in the reign 
of James the Firſt, and veſted in the commiſ- 
_ fioners of ſewers of the city and univerſity of 
Oxford, the navigation was made to paſs at 
about a mile diſtant from the town of Abingdon, 
and turned out of the main river under Cfllam 
Bridge: the navigation however was. perfectly 
good from the ſaid bridge to the wharf at 
Abingdon, but great inconvenience attended 
the trade on account of the diſtance from the 

courſe of the navigation, which opened a 
door 
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faction of all parties, and compleated this dif- 
: ficult improvement, under the direction of 
the commiſſioners ſurveyors only, the ex- 


[21 

door for the impoſition of the bargemaſters, 
. arifing from the unwillingneſs of Oxford and 
other boats going « a mile out of their 8 to 


e en N 


. 1 ande er ae pet of 
the river with the commiſſioners of that 
neighbourhood, attended by their ſurveyors, 
it was not only apparent that the navigation 
in uſe was bad; and difficult to be made good, 
but that the town of Abingdon would be 


greatly accommodated by carrying the navi- 
gation as fear to it as poſſible. Notwith- 


ſtanding every attention was paid for a long 
time to diſcover a practicable line to no effect, 
and Mr. Jeſſop ſurveyed it for that purpoſe, 
and pointed out a partial remedy, yet I was 


ſo well convinced of the utility and benefit 
that would attend the accompliſhment of it, 
that I viewed it again and again, and propoſed 
every thing that I thought likely to bring it 


to bear, and at laſt we diſcovered a tine 
which has anſwered the purpoſe, to the ſatis- 


| 


pence 


[3] 


pence of executing i it not . t from the 
n 1000. 


It is true that great — 1 fills of 
ſnow and rain have; occaſioned floods, . more 
or leſs, on the lands adjoining the Thames. 
A canal will not obviate this inconvenience, 
nor would the propoſed weirs, though erected 
in twenty parts of the river, accelerate a flood 
or impede its going off. If gentlemen will 
take a little time to underſtand the ſubject, 
and conſider it impartially, they will diſcover 
their error, and ſee the great opportunity de- 
ſigning people have to miſlead and deceive 
them in this particular. Bad as the naviga- 
tion is faid to be, Mr. Page, the greateſt 
barge-maſter on the river, has lately declared 
at a meeting of the commiſſioners that it was 
good enough for him. Many other barge- 
maſters have aſſerted the ſame. It is certain 
that a great trade has been long carried on the 
Thames, and that the improvements and re- 
gulations lately made have obviated the in- 
conveniences much; and if the improve- 
ments intended are allowed to be carried 0 
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execution, the Thames navigation will be 
— 9 in 88 kingdom. . 
The IR of the Severn and Thames | 
Company having continually charged the com- 
miſſioners with” negle& of improving the 
river, -it therefore may not be improper to 
give ſome account of the commiſſioners pro- 
ceedings in that reſpect. In the year 1 787, 
Whitechurch, Goring, and Cleeve pound 
locks were built and opened. 

A the year 1788, Benſington pound lock 
was built and opened. 


In Hhe year 1789, Day's, Buſcot's, and St. 
John's Bridge veins locks were built and 
3 | 
In the year 1790, the commiſſioners pur- 
_ chaſed of the commiſſioners of ſewers at 
Oxford, all their right and juriſdiction of the 
river, from Bercott to Oxford, with their 
locks, &C. 


1 


Sutton was improved and repaired, the 
2 pro- 


E 
proprietor allowing Loo. towards the ex- 
pence; and by the particular requeſt of the 
gentlemen at Abingdon, the commiſſioners 
opened the channel of the river by that town, 
in the above year, and Abingdon, Oſney, 
Godſtow, and Ruſhy pound . were baut 
and e | | 


In the year 1791, Pinkhill ond lock was 
built and opened. 


Soon after each of the above locks were 
compleated, the towing paths in moſt parts 
were made paſſable and commodious. 


The five laſt pound locks did not imme- 
diately afford their intended benefit to the 
navigation, on account of the bad ſtate and 
repair of the weirs, rendering them inſuffi- 
cient to pen the water in any proportion of 
height the pound locks do. 


A committee, one of which I was, made 

a. ſurvey of the river from Marlow to Kingſ- 
ton, jointly with a committee of the naviga- 
tion of the city of London, on the 24th of 
Be June, 


! 
June, 1789. The appointment was made 
at this ſeaſon as the moſt" likely for a ſhort 
water, but it proved otherwiſe. We ob- 
ſerved the channel to be very full of water, 
and were informed, and found, on actual ad- 
meaſurement, at all the ſballows above Rich- 


mond, below which we do not find any Thallows 
are complained of; that the water was not only 
fufficiently deep in all places to carry barges 
laden to three feet ten inches in depth (which 
is the allowance by the act), but there was 
full ſix inches more depth of water through- 
out: and we alſo remarked, that che adjacent 
lands were not in any one place flooded, or 
1 injured 21 * e pe 
This appears to us be a very eſſential ob. 
ſervation, as it proves that any artificial means 
vi that may be adopted for penning up, or raiſ- 
|= ing the water to a full navigable ftate 
2 will not en the ro 


"Wit 

Mc ; 

g - lands. | 

. * 

1 Se * 0 — — N * * * | 
Jt 2 yt | a # $7 axe ms 40444680 5 

N. ny & 

4 |} * 0 1 « 7 wo \ | 
i The ſhallows or. obftrudtzons that we found 
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5 in the channel, within the juriſdiction of the 
commiſſioners, appear to be very. wt. and 

| not difficult to remedy. 

1 | = 
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In July 179, the committee, of which 

i was likewiſe a member, made a ſurvey of 
the river from the junction of the Severn and 
g Thames Canal with the Thames, to Whit- 
church, and made a report to the commiſ- 
fioners. Mr. Mylne and the navigation ſur- 
veyors attended the committee. Mr. Mylne 
obſerved, that the Thames might be improved 
and made a far ſuperior. navigation to any ca- 
nal; and although he ſtated that Abingdon 
pound lock was not built ſo ſtrong as it ought 
to have been, he recommended 18 inches 
more water to be penned at that lock than 
it was intended to do, and thereby laying the 
ground above under water. In the month of 
Auguſt, of the ſame year, a canal was pro- 
poſed from Boulter s to. Iſleworth ; ſoot after 
which the inhabitants of Windſor, and the 
proprietors of lands bordering en the Thames, 
requeſted the commiſſioners to oppoſe the ſaid- 
canal, and they would conſent to the repeal of 
the clauſe in the laſt act of the 28th of his 
preſent majeſty, reſtraining the commiſſioners 
from building any lock or pound lock below 
Boulter's. But the commiſſioners not having 
given notice in due time, of their intention 
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to build- pound 1 below Boulter's s, in 
compliance with the orders of the Houſe of 
Commons, they did not, and could not apply 
for an act in that ſeſſions. The bill to make 
a canal from Boulter' 8 lock did not | paſs | into 
- a law. — 15 


* 
#4, ; 


bahnte hve been made to the com- 
| irons; from the Severn and Thames Canal 
Company, requeſting them to lower their tolls, 
for the purpoſe of inviting- trade down their 
canal, the commiſſioners; | ever attentive to 
the public good, came to a reſolution on the 
2 of December, 1791, to reduce the tolls 

two pence a ton, at each of the ſeven upper 
pound locks, to all boats having g a certificate 
of their being laden with any goods (except 
coals) which had paſſed down the canal, and 
did further allow a drawback of ten pence a 
ton on all the above boats, when they paſſed 
Boulter' s Lock; from the inattention of the 
parties, this reſolution had no other good ef- 
fect than giving proof of the commiſſioners 
_ intent, and their attention to the duty of 
their truſt, by endeavourin 8 to invite trade 
ſufficient through the canal, to pay the inte- 
reſt 


(3), 


reſt of the large expenditure i in the part of the 
river above Oxford. As a further proof nf b 
the commiſſioners attention to their truſt, and 
of their deſire to promote trade on the riyer, 
on the 26th of July, 1792, they made an or- 
der to lower the tolls three half-pence per ton, 
at the twelve upper pound locks, for one year; 
and requeſted the proprietors of old locks and 
weirs, who received eight pence. for five tons, 
to remit three- eighths of their toll to all the 
goods which had paſſed the Seyern and 
Thames Canal only: and likewiſe, about the 
ſame time, the commiſſioners hearing, hy 
complaint, that the improvements above Ox—-— 
ford did not proceed fo faſt as they withed-- 
they ſhould, they requeſted me to make a 
ſurvey gf the river, from Lechlade to Abing- 
don; which ſurvey I made, and preſented a: / 
report to the commiſſioners the Auguſt fol- 
lowing; and from this time the commiſſioners 
wiſhing my attendance, at every meeting, at 
whatever diſtance it might be, deſired that 
the money I paid in expences out of my 
pocket ſhould be repaid me. It may be 
obſerved, that for eight years prior to the 
above time, I have attended many meetings, 
D 4 at 
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at tal diſtances from home, and been at conſi- 


derable expence in ſuch attendance. And 
ſince that time 1 have had the pleaſure of 
travelling by land-and-water whenever requir- 


ed, have met with no ſmall difficulties of 'ac- 


commiodation, ſome attention of mind, ab- 
fence mom my family and affairs: theſe 
are deemec a ſuffieient recompence for my 
expences,” according to the liberal ideas of the 


Author of Reaſons for prefering the London 


Call. In Auguſt, 1792, J made a ſurvey of 
tlie river from Boulter's to the London Stone, 


aße from thence Proeceded to Ile worth, at- 


tebdedaby ene commiſſioner, the elerk, and 
tw6 ſufveyors. The Report of the extent of 
ther fafiftietion was delivered in September 
to the commiſſioners, and communicated \ to 
ſome gentlemen of the eity, that it was mine 
andl the ſurveyors opinion, that pound locks 
might be grected in that: juriſdiction without 
thedeaftliride of injuring the lands, and . 
five pound -leckS would make a eougei f. na- 
vigatio#4nchat diſtrict, - Soba, 
Vat 10 o 29905 g ns e 1 ator 

At may with wy 6 obſerved-: 
hers} that a to the ere 3 of + 

#9179000 WAR bet: 2 putting 


l. 4¹ J 
putting weirs in the main channel, the city 
of: London have in ſeveral inſtances put down 
what they call break - waters, or under-water 
weirs, which fill up a greater ſpace (and that 
permanent) than the commiſſioners intended 

_ weirs wool: do. n 5 


It is not from any ER that- the gentle-" 
men of the city of London determine that 
the navigation in their jurifdiction cannot be 
amended; or that the erecting pound locks 
will i injure the lands, but from an unwilling⸗ 
neſs to expend the money neceſſary; indeed 
I have been told that they have not the mo- 
ney, and that canal projectors would relieve 
them from chat diftculty. ; 


The commiſſtoners were convinced that 
two pound locks, one by the fide of Clewer 
Mill, and the other by the King's Engine, 
would, with other little improvemeuts, re- 
medy the defects of the navigation in the ſe- 
cond. diſtrict, and gave regular notices for 
application to Parliament, without the leaſt 
objection from the neighbourhood. of Wind- 
for, until ſome time in the month of Decem- £ 
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A a ha at a meeting held 8 ** teck 
of January, 1793, it was reſolved, That the 
plan for making the navigation down the 


and at the fame time appointed Mr. Benjamin 


Davies to make a ſurvey of the ſecond diſtrict, 
and report the ' beſt mode of i warb the 
enn of the fame, 


On ml ks of June 1993, The gr 


ſioners made a further order to reduce the 
tolls, at the twelve upper pound locks, to 


two-pence. a ton, being a deduction of one 
halfpenny more per ton, for one year; and 
the proprietors of all the old locks and weirs 
were requeſted to reduce half their tolls to 
the trade which came down the canal. By 
perſonal and written application to the pro- 


prietors, they generally conſented ; but Mr. 


Loveden informing the commiſſioners by let- 
ter, that he would not ſuffer any deduction of 


his toll, at the trifling weir at Buſcot, put a 
ſtop to this beneficial intent to the Seyern and 


Thames Canal Company, as far as the remiſſion 


of the Tolls of the proprietors of the old locks 


and weirs went. This did not at all affect the | 
_ remiſ- 


[43 1 


remiffion of tolls by the conmillioners at the 
pound locks, nor was it of much i importance; for 
the tolls of the additional trade b y that canal did 
not appear, in the year 1792, to amount to 
more than 1000 tons; a ſmall quantity to pay 
the intereſt of the 14000. already expended 
above Oxford. But from the groſs receipt 
in 1793, at 24d. a ton at 5 pound locks, 
amounting to 264). 127. 0:d. it is certain 
that the trade down the Severn and Thames 
Canal has increaſed, probably on account of 
the war, Cannon and ſuch other articles being 
the principal commodities ; ; neyertheleſs it 
merits and has received every attention of the 
commiſſioners to promote | it. 


On complaint made to the 5 
at one of their meetings in the ſummer of 
1793, that the water was penn'd in ſome 
parts of the navigation ſo high, that the 
lands above received injury therefrom; the 
commiſſioners requeſted the Rev. Mr. Du- 
rell and myſelf, and any other commiſſioners 
who might chuſe to attend, to make a ſurvey 
of the river from Oxford to Boulter's, and 
fix the high and low water-marks, ſo as to 
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prevent ſimilar 1 injury in future. We fixed 
an early day, and were attended by the ſur- 
veyors, and likewiſe by : a "few EW. commiſlioners,, 


part of the way, the firſt day. We had the 


fitifaction to fin that no land received inju- 


ry, Unleſs the willer kept the water above e. 
the high-water im arks, where * we found them 
fed; and we found that "raiſing « or reducing. 
the mark one inch, made a a conſiderable differ 


ence. By gerfing out. early! in the morning, 
and purſuing uy object with diligence, We, 
compleated our © undertaking in five, days, * 
making obſervations. on the improvements 


; 
required, as S WE proceeded, and h the 
ſame. g 7214 — N 
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On the 28th of June, 1793, Mr. Davies 
preſented his Report to the commiſſioners, 
which recommended much ballaſting .; in dif- 


ferent parts of that diſtrict, with a "few 


ſtops at particular places, T he commiſſion- 
ers ſurveyors being applied to for their opi- 
nion of the effect of the remedies recom- 
mended by Mr. Davies, aſſüred the com- 
miſſioners that they had, not long ſince, 
ballaſted n more than Mr. Davies propoſed, and. 


0 5 recom- 


1 f 


recommended to be done in the coateria) : 
parts, and chat it filled in again the firſt high 
water ; they gave likewiſe many good reaſons, 
which induced the commiſſioners to object to 
his plan. After which, Mr. Davies ſaid he 
had another plan, which was to recommend 
= Fong of pound! locks. : 
At the aid meeting it was reſolved; to apply 
to Mr. Mylye. to make the ſurvey. 4 


At Tr ay meeting at Marlow, on 
the 29th of June, the ſurveyors were direct- 
ed to inform themſelves, whether limiting 
the number and time of giving flaſhes would + 
not tend to aſſiſt the navigation, and enable 
the boats to paſs regularly on their voyage, 
even when the water in the river is low be- 
low Boulter's ; and to deliver their ſentiments 
to the next meeting on the 13th. of July, 
179 3 at Windſor: at which meeting they 
informed the commiſſioners, that it was theirs 
and the concurrent opinion of. the barge- 
maſters, that two flaſhes in the week, freely 
given, would greatly benefit the navigation z 1 
it was accordingly reſolved by the com- 


[ 


miſſioners 
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miſtonere to make the experiment, which 


in the practice ſucceeded fo well as greatly 
to prevent delay. | 


On the 2d of Nag 1793s te . | 


foners gave Mr. Mylne inſtructions to ſur- 


vey the tiver, from Boulter's Lock to the 
City Stone, and to report the beſt mode of 
improving it, who delivered his report on 
the 24th of Auguſt, 1793 ; a report by no 
means ſatisfactory to the commiſſioners, part- 


bs ly on account of his being appointed, at the 


fame time, to make a ſurvey of the line for 
the canal from Boulter's Lock to Iſleworth, 


and there being ſome ground to ſuſpect that 


he, himſelf, had not viewed the line by 


which he propoſed to deviate from the river, 


and leave the town of Windſor, when he 
made the ſurvey for the commiſſioners. 


1 


Therefore, on the 27 of the ſaid month 
a- committee was appointed, attended by the 
ſurveyors, to inquire into, and report on, 
the beſt method of improving and amending 
the faid navigation, from Eton Wharf to 


the South Hope; and alſo what part of Mr. 
Mylne's 


i 108 - 

Mylne's'plan ſhould be adopted. The report 
of the ſaid committee of which I was one, 
is printed. I cannot avoid this opportunity 
of ſaying, that I am, from my own experi- 
ence, confident that a pound lock below, and 
another above Windſor, will be the greateſt 
improvement that ever was made on the na- 
vigation, and that no injury can attend the 
land from it. 6 


The commiſſioners held many meetings, 
chiefly at Windſor, and on the 28th of Auguſt, 
1793, they determined on their plan, ac- 
cording to the report of their committee, and 
appointed a committee to purſue every ne- 
ceſſary ſtep to obtain an act of parliament to 
repeal the clauſe which reſtricted the com- 
miſſioners from erecting pound locks below 
Boulter's, and to authorize them to erect a 
pound lock by the king's engine, and an- 
other by the Cuckoo Weir, and to collect 
tolls thereat; and to make ſuch amendments, 
and to obtain ſuch additional powers, as ap- 
peared requiſite, and particularly, powers to 
borrow more money; and to oppoſe the ca- 
nal propoſed from Boulter's Lock to Iſleworth, 


7 | and 


de a dds. Se: os 


A that appeared IT diver 
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Sg The oak committee a? met, and 
WW - had proceeded fo far as to be on the eve of 
*| preſenting their petition, when, at a meeting 
on the 1 th of January, 1794, at Oxford, the 
number of twenty-three gentlemen, from a 
a diſtance, came and qualified to act, ſeeming- 
. ly for the ſole purpoſe of adjourning the meet- 
ing to the Crown and Anchor Tavern in Wett- | 
minſter, on the 4th of February, 1794.; at 
which meeting the number of fixty gentlemen 
qualified to act, and conſequently carried 
everypoint they had in viewby this manoeuvre, 
particularly that for reſcinding the reſolution 


| 8 by which the committee were appointed, and 

. thereby preventing the commiſſioners from 

bh | going into parliament this ſeſſions, notwith- 

| ſtanding the following clauſe in the act diſ- | 
bl qualifies every and any perſon from ating 
7 when intereſted, viz. Wi 

1 | 5 


es i | ; 5 : | : a * WS 3 
Wl Provided always, and be it further enacted 
5 | by the authority aforeſaid, That no commiſ- 


Fbpbioner or commiſſioners ſhall act in the exe- 


Wl cution 
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cution of this ae; or any'6f this powerd herein 
contained,” where he or they i is or are any 
Ways particularly intereſted, under the! pes 
nalty of One Hundred pounds; to be levied 
by diſtreſs and ſale of the offenders goods and 
chattels, by warrant under the hands and ſeals 
of three or more of the other commiſſion« 
ers; which penalty or forfeiture ſhall and 
is hereby directed to go to Wm 
e 


If che ſubſcribers to the London Canal are 
Lubjec to this penalty by their vote on the 
toth of March, 1794, and had the names 
been taken down as demanded, the maj hoy 


bow apr Have en tifferent. 


The manoeuvre of theſe Wee has un⸗ 
doubtedly prevented the commiſſioners from 
preſenting a petition againſt the faid canal 
from Boulter's Lock; which was ſigned by 
many, and intended to be by moſt of the 
acting commiſſioners. It is ſaid, but with 
what truth I know not, that a petition has 
been ſigned by 130 commiſſioners and pre- 
ſented in favour of the canal from Boulter's : 
451 E poſ- 


. 
Foduiy it may but if — gef ſo 
many commiſſiqners Jas. been. Obtained, they 


may have qualified” for-che. ſole purpoſe. of | 
Ggning the petitions, m not been 
wanting to miſlead the public: opinion: and 
to diſcredit. the navigation f the Thames 

wich ſome degres of — W b e 


Ong Lu ind 10 viinng. AN, 
IL. have neven made a ſais objection to 


the. appointment of engipoers,. but Iþabevs 

It has been generally known to be my opi- 
nion, that their expences. have very far ex- 
ceeded the benefit derived from them. and 
that the commiſſiogers ſurveyors are compe- 


tent te every improvement on the tiven. 1 


have acquieſced in the appointment of engi- 
ncers for two reaſons: 1ſt, that as the com- 
miſſioners, who attend little to the execution 
of the works, have an idea that engineers 
muſt have great judgment, therefore it would 
have been imprudent to object. But eonſi- 
dering their want of practice in river naviga- 
tion, which occaſions them to be quite at a 
loſs, and likewiſe prejudiced i in favour of ca- 
nals from intereſted motives, renders them 
hurtful to the true- intereſt of the Thames 


navi 


t 1 


ee And adly, I have had foie 
hope; that the commiſſioners ſurveyors 
would obtain information which might be 
of ſervice to the commiſſioners: In this ſex” 
cond point I haue been (deceived, from the 
engineers not being communicative, and re- 
taining any knouiedge they may have in river 
navigation to themſelves. But let the com- 
miſſioners ſurveyors he earpenters, or what 
you pleaſe, they have acquired a knowledge 
from experience in river navigation which 
renders them ſuperior to engineers without 
| e eee e | 


.. Confident that the report of the honourable 
committee appointed in the laſt ſeſſions of 
parliament by the honourable houſe of com- 
mons, to enquire into the progreſs made to- 
wards the amendment and improvement of 
the navigation of the Thames and Iſis, in con- 
- ſequence of the ſeveral acts paſſed for that 
purpoſe, and alſo into the amount of the 
receipt and expenditure, and of the ſtate of 
the trade of the ſaid rivers; has been not only 
the cauſe of general. cenſure on the whole 
N of commiſſioners, but it has likewiſe 
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n 
given diſetedit to the navigation itſelf. (There 
fore being aſſured, that every honourable 
member of that honourable houſe acts on 


Principles ſolely devoted to the public wel- 
| fare ;:and that the | honourable members par- 


ticularly who attended the faid committee, 
poſſeſs the principles of promoting public 
good in the higheſt degree; I am perſuaded 
from their honourable and juſt intentions, any 
obſervations I may make on the ſaid report, 
for the - purpoſe only of ſtating ſome little 
miſtakes and errors therein, will be ' excuſed, 
and from the active part I have taken, as 2 
_ commiſſioner of the Thames, they will be 
attributed to the true cauſe, viz. an endeavour 
to reſcue that! navigation from fuch parts of 
cenſure it ſeems not to deferve ; being cer- 
tain that it is the with of every individual to 
judge as favourably of that fine and much 


N e e 


r The accounts from the it office 
in the city of London, delivered by Mr. 
Montague; in Appendix I. and II. is an un- 


doubted proof of the large expenditure made 
by the city, which, on an average of five 
years, amounts to 3031. os. 8:d. annvally, 


over 


LUMP 


over-and above the-receipts... 1. h likewiſe a 
Proof of the large expenditure made by. the, 
eity in the improvement of the river, And 
chat the ſum of 12, 200 l. has heen borrowed 
for that purpoſe: but 2790l. 108. 11d. in- 
tereſt on 7 5o0l. at Chriſtmas 1792, Would 
not be conſidered as a debt, the intereſt. bes | 
ing charged annually, and makes even ; Dogg 
than the deficiency of the account above 

ſtated, It is a, proof likewiſe that the city of 
London have expended a large ſum of their 
own money, to the amount of 10, 889 l. 118. id, 
over and above the large expence of 8 
13561. 78. 3d. for the, barge the collector 
uſes. The expence of views, &c. amounts 
in the whole to a large ſum; but it appears 
to be an annual expence, not. a debt. It may 
be proper to obſerve, that the gain from an- 
nuitants falling in, and other circumſtances, 
that although the tolls are deficient, on an 
average annually 3031, os. 8:4, the balance 
1785 of 10841. 18. 2 2d. has been reduced 
annually, at the rate of 130 l. 4, od. only; 
therefore, the laſt ſum of 130 l. 48. od. 
appears as if it ſhould be deemed the annual 
exceedings. 5 
5 E 3 Mr. 


F 
( 
by 
bo 
t 


- f A aa 9 on - 


N. 
Wi 
*. 


e * oY 
F 


EY 


Aid. 


[t * 1 


Mr. IP. clerk of the works to "the" the 
7 (not an engineer), gives conſiderable evi- 
dene fem bis on Jenowhedge, and gives 
Kkewiſe à great deal from his opinion, event 
deyond his wn Juriſcictien, very freely, 
ind wnſuppbrtcd by the opinion of any engi- 
gineer in His own diftrict. His accoufit, ag 
per Appendix V. Rating the number of tons 
coming from various places, and for which tolls 
were teceſved by him on account of the city, 
as ſtated in the aid account from the 29th of 
Septetuber, 1791, to the 29th of September, 
1792; the whole amount of the faid tolls; ac< 
cording” to the table oppaſite to each place, 
amounts in that year to 26801. 178. which 
is-6921. more for that year than the average 
of 'the five years ſtated in the account from 
the Chamberlain's office, Mr. Truſs does 
not point out any particular works done, or 
erected in the city's juriſdiction, except under. 
water” weirs, ſtops, ballaſting, and making 
-towing- paths, &e. in like and fmilar manner 
as the commiſſioners in the upper diſtricts 


have done in the ſecond diftrift below Boul- 
ter's, where they take no toll for all their 
Expenditure in that part of the navigation. 


Mr, 


r 98. J 
2 gane nde to the commiſſioners, 
gives an account of the reduction in the price 
of freight, and of the ſums of money bor- 
rowed, the large expenditure for the i improve- 
ment of the navigation, and of that annually ; 
as well as an account of the great number of 
ende ORs: erected on the 3 


-—v 


| "Mw Clark, 8 90 TD 3 
for the ſecond and third diſtricts, confined 


bimſelf to his own diſtricts, and gave his 

out the defects and the means by which 
remedy may be certainly obtained, and gives 
all ig zander e of Nun. 


Mr. Sho 3 for all the diftrichs 
in the commiſſioners” juriſdiction, but parti 
cularly from Maple-durham to Lechlade, 
points out likewiſe the defects in the naviga- 
tion, and gives his opinion of the means to 
obtain a remedy to them, ang, gives all the 
information required of *. 


Mr. Cloas ſpeaks chiefly from opinion. 
; E 4 | Mr. 
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Mr. Whitworth's _evidence. tende not” ſo 
3 to: point out the defect in the Thames, 
and to apply à remedy ti them, as to give 
his opinion, that a canal will make the beſt 
navigation. I believe Mr. Whitworth faid; 
that he never ſuryeyed the Thames for anyother 
purpoſe than to make a canal from it, and 
that he never had ſurveyed it for the purpoſe. 
of improving it, therefore, he never * 
e as "on _—_ THR r 


: ; ' * * 
. 1 4 ' 


Mr. Mytne FER that the iges "AR 
Lethiade to Oxford will be good when the 
prorks recommended are compleated ; he ſtates 


a$ very. juſtly the bad repair of the old weirs; 


ſome are fince ſubſtantially repaired;' but in 
reſpect to the contract made by the Oxtord 
committee, it may be found to be ſo legally 
drawn as to be binding to the parties; he 
takes no notice of the long high water which 
ſtopt all works on the river for near a whole 
year. Mr. Mylne gave his opinion as freely 
on the part of the navigation below Boulter's, 
which he had not ſurveyed, as he does of the 
part he had, 


| ET rs 


— 1 
Mr. Court, a very young bargemaſter, gave | 
his n freely. F be. 01 


0 ander 8 —— is that of a plain 
e | 17 705 CVE fo 


| Mr. Moulds, Mr. 88 1 3 
Black's evidence, go to points of trade likely 
to be procured, which, undoubtedly, ſhews 
the neceſſity of improving the navigation of 
the Thames to receiye it, | 3 


My own evidence is very accurately-ſtated, 
but my obſervation that the want.of water in 
the Severn and Thames Canal to bring goods tg 
Lechlade, was a reaſon that there was no juſt 
ground for complaint of loſs, on account of 
the bad ſtate of the Thames above Oxford 
was not noticed, I was informed that a fire- 
engine was erecting which would upply 
water ſufficient at all ſeaſons. 


I hope it will not be conſidered improper 
to obſerve, that the expenditure. of the com- 
miſſioners appears to be fully equal in point 
of utility and works in the 3d, 4th, and 5th 

diſ- 


7 f 53 3 a 
RE in ag . are n to „ the 
iſt likewiſe; and that the expenditure of 
137 381. 78, zd. in the 6th, or upper diſtrict, 
is a proof that the commiſſioners intent Was 
to invite, and convey, 2 trade which might 
come / che 3 Fhiches . 


1 — my receipt, was wry —— 


they were purſuing the beſt line. they could 
form, from the ſurveys of Mr. Mylne and 

Mr. Jeſſop, aſſiſted by their ſurveyors; whole 
judgment, from practice, J conſider as equal 
to. e Who are 2 doped with 


The tales have, in due to hat 
truſt, oppoſed every canal intended to deprive 
the Thames of water, and likely to injure any 
town on the tier, by a diverſion of the navi- 
- gation from it. | 


The commiſſioners have not eollected a 
toll ; in the ſecond diſtrict for towing, on ac- 
count that the expence of collectin g it will 
he nearly equal to the receipt. 

Had 


— 
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Had the gemberieri, in the neighbourhood 
of eee fulfilled their agreement with 


pound Jocks would haye on OY 50 
ſecond eh | 

4 71 LI | 1 * * 
All the der cbferyations W 
that I hope power and authority may be given. 
to commiſſioners, under any regulation, ſuf- 
ficient to improve the Thames thron ghout, 
in ſuch a manner, that the public may re- 
ceive the benefit, both of the increaſe of 
trade, and, the natural conſequence, reduc- 
tion of the tolls, being convinced that ĩt may 
be made the moſt beneficial navigation to the 
publie, of any in the kingdom. | 


From the time of my commencing to be 
an active commiſſioner of the Thames na- 
vigation, J entertained the opinion, that the 
whole navigation, from Iſleworth to Lechlade, 
ſhould be equally improved by pound locks ; 
and that the navigator ſhould pay a toll, as 
nearly as poſſible, proportioned per mile, 
and that the tolls at the old locks ſhould be 
reduced. 


Not- 
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! Notwithſtanding” all the complaints 'made 
againſt the Thames navigation; that there are 
impediments or obſtructions that cannot beeaſi- 
ly remedied; and being, from my own know- 
| ledge and experience, convinced that pound; 
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locks, with open weirs, will produce the deſired 
remedy, and will not accelerate a flood, or 
impede its going off, conſequently no injury 
ean be done to the lands on that account. By: | 
my converſing on the ſubject with man en- 
gineers, I am confirmed in my opinion, that 
the Thames has ſufficient ſupply of water 
to carry all the trade that can be brought into 
it, by placing a few intermediate pound locks 
when neceſſary. On account of the circuit- 
ous courſe of the river, and the many towns 
thereon , fifty thouſand tons of goods have, for 
many years, been conveyed to London, the 
produce of the lands adjoining ; and neceſſary 
articles of conſumption, for the inhabitants, 
brought in return. Theſe are ſurely ſtrong 
arguments for keeping the courſe of the 
river; and, eſpecially as I have not a doubt 
of proving, that this navigation is now, and 
ver will be, cheaper than by canal; and chat 
the delays are fewer likewiſe. 


The 
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The delays, difficulties, and unreaſonable 
expence to the navigator, ariſe from the 
| Want of water, over the ſhallows, for a boat 
to paſs, at all times without the aid of flaſhes, 
from a full penn'd water above. From the 
difficulty of towing, in particular parts, 
which require additional horſes, as well as 
lines: from the diſtance of the horſes, in 
places, from the boat, from floods and froſt, 
from the heavy tolls paid to the old lock and 
weir proprietors, and impoſitions. 


Having mentioned the delays and difficul- 
ties, it will be expected that I introduce a 
remedy. I give it as my determined opinion, 
that pound locks, erected by the fide of the 
river, with weirs in the- river, made open at 
pleaſure, by taking up the rimers, will not 
accelerate a flood, or impede its going off, 


and therefore will be no injury to the lands 
adjacent. 


: Theſe pound Tocks will, in dry ſeaſons, 
penn water ſufficient, over the ſhallows, for 
the purpoſe of navigation. No penn is re- 
quired at other times. They will likewiſe 

remove 
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bemove che chief — difficulties” of 


towing3:. they will deaden the current of 
water, and additional lines will be unneceſ- 
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Wen the difficulty of towing js obviated, 
the expence of additional lines will be te- 
moved; and, though the toll is paid at the 
lock, the expence will be proportionably re- 


* . afety, £ xpediti . 


l "On locks 46 nat obviate all-the 
difficult points of towing, the horſes and 
boat may, and ſhould be put nearer together. 
Floods and froſt I acknowledge to be beyond. 
the power of remedy. 7 


1 is now a full moth ſince I requeſted the 
ſurveyor, Mr. John Treacher, to enquire of 
all, and any barge-maſter, or ethers, if they 
can recollect any particular times of ſtoppages 
on the navigation, by flood, froſt, -or ſhort 
water, in the laſt twenty years. But notwith= 
ſtanding the general complaint againſt the 
Thames navigation is ſo ſtrong and pointed, 

7 on 
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nn. * 
en; theſe- very. accounts, at anothier line of 
navigation mult, be found opt, cannot obtain 
any ſaatemem of particular delays, except of 
about a fortnight .cach, two or three times, 
in the above courſe of years ; I think my own 
recollection ſupplies me with only two ſtop- 
pages, by: floods and froſt, and one from 
| ſhortneſs of water, when many boats lay, in 
the city”: 8 juriſdiction, as long as a fortni ght; 
but I have no minute of it. However, as 
my object is to diſcover, and promote the 
beſt navigation, I ſhall be obliged to any 
_ gentleman who will give information, re- 
ſpecting delays frem the above caufes. I 
have no other intereſt than, as a commiſſioner : 
deſirous of diſcharging my duty, in that, and 
every other ſituation, to the beſt of my abi- 
lity ; for which reaſon I can derive no ad- 


3 . concealment. of facts. 
1 have | 


* Sincetht above, Mr. John Treacher has referred for infor- 
mation to the book of tolls, taken at Sunning Pound Lock, 
on the upward paſſage, by Thomas Hall, pound-keeper: 


wherefrom_ it appears that no toll was taken for upward 
boats. © 


From 
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1 have desde ſlated the advance of tlie 
tolls, at the old locks and weirs, ſince the 


24th of George II. they are undoubtedly'an 
heavy tax on the navigator; but they are con- 


* to che kane by the aft of 'the 
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Frow the sgh of Fubruery/-27744 rh] the 5th/ of 
March, being — 1 — — — 19 days 


* March, being — — — — 56 


From the 21ſt of January, 750, wotil the 8th of 25 


February, being = — — ʒT— 175 
From the 28th of December, 1785, until the 20th _ 

of February, 1786, being 3 5 
From the 1 3th of December, 1788, until the ze 

of January, 1789, being — — — 37 
Fram the. z iſt of December, 1790, until the 28th __ 

of January, 1791, being „% HY 


Abb toes 


Tt whole in 20 years being ow — 18; days 


or 9 days and a + each year. | ; na ate? 


There is no minute, of any ſtoppage, in the ſaid account; 
but it infers, that there was one within a ſew days, above 
ſtated, of the time; for boats do not paſs upward every day, 
and no account is kept of the downward boats. 

It ſometimes happens that hindrances ariſe of a day, and 
which oecuis on every navigation, from ſome cauſe or other; 
we may therefore conclude, and allow, that the Thames navi · 
gation is, upon an average, impeded and ſtopt by flood, froſt, 
and ſhort-water, as many as fourteen days every year. Which. 
Wen to agree with the account Mr. Whitworth has procured, 

ith 
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- 11th of his preſent Majeſty. I therefore re- 
commend the commiſſioners to purchaſe the 
tolls of all the locks and weirs, above Sun- 
ning, for the ſole purpoſe of taking only half 
the toll from the navigator, of the trade 
| which paſſes the canals. For this purpoſe 
it was intended to obtain the power to raiſe 
7 5000l. more, on the credit of the tolls, &c. 


Although I am decidedly of opinion that 
pound locks will remove the principal diffi- 
culties and obſtructions on the navigation, | 
yet there is an opinon, that canal navigation 
is better than the navigation of the Thames, 
from being leſs liable to delays, therefore 
more certain and cheaper. It may be ne- 
ceſſary to ſtate here, the general time boats 
paſs from ——— places to London, and 
teturn. 


On account of unloading, a boat from 
Lechlade is. three days getting to Oxford ; 
from Oxford to Sunning two days ; from 
Sunning to Boulter's one day ; from Boulter's 
to Brentford one day ; and to London, as the 
tide ſerves, being eight days. When the 
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river is s compleated, above Oxford, it will be 


gone eaſier in a day leſs. 


A boat is ſix days returning from London 


* 


A boat goes from Wallingford to London 
in four days; from London to Wallingford i in 
five __ 


I 


A boat goes from Reading to London in 
three days ; ; from London to l in four 
days. 5 
From and to all the above places, i it is fre- 
quently gone in leſs time; but ſomething 
particular. muſt happen to occaſion the delay 
- of another day; yet it may ſometimes hap- 
pen, though but ſeldom, as ſtated above, 
that there may be a delay of a fortnight or 
more, from floods, from froſt, or ſhort water. 


Canals are propoſed, as a remedy to theſe 
delays on the Thames. But as I believe it is 


true, that all canals want water in dry ſeaſons, 
-I ſhall be much obliged to any perſon to point 


9 out 


„„ 
out thoſe which do not want water in a 
greater degree than the Thames does. The 
Severn and Thames Canal was laſt ſummer 
emptied of its water, for the purpoſe of re- 


pair, and had little in it for more than twenty 


weeks, notwithſtanding the certain ſupply of 
a fire engine, which is worked at great ex- 
pence. The Coventry and Oxford Canal like- 
wiſe wanted water, in a great degree, above 
three months, aided by a fire engine likewiſe. 


In the laſt moderate froſt, both the Severn 
and Thames, the Coventry and Oxford Canals, 


as well as others, were totally ſtopt three 


weeks, when the Thames was, the whole 
time, free and open for navigation. In the 
conſiderable flood and froſt, in 1784, the 
Thames was ſtopt, by floods and froſt united, 
only eleven days, when canals were —_ ele- 
ven weeks by the froſt, 


Mr. Whitworth, likewiſe, in a Report, 
dated the 3oth of October, 1793, ſtates, that 
the Thames navigation is good from Abing- 
don, and that all the ſtoppages, united, did 

3 not 
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not interrupt it more than a e in the 
whole Years 


Mr. Mylne likewiſe ſtates, 3 in hs Report 
from Boulter's, that he obſerved, by the old 


plan, that the Thames is much improved in 
that diſtrict. 


The above facts s convince every per- 
ſon (except thoſe who depend upon the pre- 
mium on their ſubſcriptions to the canal) that 
canals are more liable to delays than the 
Thames is, and therefore the plea of a 


| quicker paſſage from London, only a part of 
the year, cannot be deemed ſufficient to 


juſtify the deſertion of any town, ſituated in 
the courſe of the river; and to the very great 
loſs and injury to the trade and property 
thereof, for it would remove both the trade 
and market to another place. 


So far from a canal eſtabliſhing a certainty 
of paſſage, it will be leſs certain, on an ave- 
rage, than the river is. As to cheapneſs, a 
moment's reflection will diſcover that the in- 


tereſt of 1200001. will require a toll, ſo high, 


| to 
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to give any ſatisfaction to the ſubſcribers, as 
for that alone to exceed every expence of na- 
vigation, on the Thames, even in its preſent 
ſtate, and without any conſideration for the 
expence of navigation, by the canal and after- 
wards. And as the projectors of all canals 
propoſe and undertake any incumbrances, 
even to keep the Thames in repair and pay 
off the debt ; how is it to be done by the pre- 
ſent trade? And if more is brought into the 
Thames, by canals or otherwiſe, the public 
are entitled to the benefit; for with very 
little addition of receipt, the commiſſioners 
will be enabled to remit part of their tolls 
and diſcharge part of their debt ; having no 
private pocket open to receive any exceed- 
ings over and above ſufficient to defray the 
neceſſary eXPences, 


I muſt obſerve, that a canal from Boulter's, 
or from Sunning, cannot be made without 
taking the water, from the Thames immedi- 
ately, or the water in the line of the canal, 
which has been ever deemed a part of ſupply 
to the Thames. Every ſuch diverſion of wa- 
ter in dry ſeaſons muſt reduce the water in 
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been the means, in ſome degree, of enabling 
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the Thames, and would, 1n the FANG of time, 
| operate N to the injury of the adjacent 


. — 


My che is not oppoſition, 25 to con- 


vince all parties that the navigation of the 


Thames will be more certain, as ſafe, and 
cheaper than any canal ; and if ſo, more be- 
neficial to the two extremes, London and Briſ- 
tol, and to the public at large, even if we 


allow that time will be faved in the upward 
| paſlage ; ; yet that faving will be much leſ- 


ſened by the numerous ſtoppages to paſs the 
locks and bridges, i in ſo much that the ſaving 
will not exceed fix hours in a voyage. Ac- 
commodation ſhould, undoubtedly, be pro- 
moted to individuals, and likewiſe to the pub- 


lic; the former naturally gives way to the 


latter, but then the benefit miſt be great 
and certain, and the injury ſmall. In this 
caſe, if the two extremes are only to be at- 
tended to, the greateſt injuſtice will be done, 
not to individuals, but to conſiderable towns, 
already poſſeſſed of great trade, and who 
have long navigated on the Thames, and 


the 


Wes 1 = 

the commiſſioners to improve- the, navigation 
as it now is, and to proceed towards its com- 
pletion. But when it appears, or it is at leaſt 
a doubt, whether it is not for the intereſt of 
all parties to continue the courſe of the 
Thames, with what pretence can proprietors 
of lands be requeſted to ſuffer their property 
to be divided, and otherwiſe much inconveni- 
enced to gratify a whim, if I may ſo call it ? 
and. ſuch perſons, who generally ſubſcribe to 
canals, for the fake of the premium only, a 
few excepted ; for I do bear teſtunoay, that 

a propoſition has. been made with a candour 


and liberality which does honour to the ben. 
tlemen concerned. 


The conſtitution of the Thames navigation 
is diſapproved, and particularly ſo as no per- 
ſon is intereſted, few commiſſioners making 
a point of diſcharging their truſt with regu- 
larity and attention; the qualification like- 
wiſe being ſuch as admits a number of per- 
ſons, Which ſometimes tends to defeat che 
benefit intended to the public. 


But had the i been permitted 
to go to parliament this ſeſſions, a clauſe was 


drawa 
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drawn in their intended bill to prevent any 
commiſſioner from acting, until he hid been 


fix months qualified by oath. Several ſchemes 
were propoſed with a view of obtaining the 
attendance'of commiſſioners ; one by appoint- 
ing a committee to ſuperintend the whole 
navigation, and to report to the general meet- 
ings ſuch things as required their attention, 
and to appoint a committee likewiſe in each 
diſtrict, to attend to the execution of the work 
directed to be done in ſuch diſtrict. Another, 
that the general meetings ſhould be held in 
one place, and that diſtrict meetings ſhould 


be held frequently, and report to the general 


meetings. If the commiſſioners were more 


limited, and thoſe could be induced to act, 


what could promiſe a better proſpect for pro- 


moting public benefit, than that the navi - 
gation of the Thames ſhould be conducted 
by difintereſted and active men. 


By what has been faid, N 1 would not 
have it underſtood that I am an enemy to 
canal navigation, or that I am inſenſible to 
the very great benefits which ariſe from it 
| to 


1 


to thoſe countries where no other water- 
carriage is to be obtained. All that I con- 
tend for is, if not the preference to river 
navigation in general, yet to the Thames na- 
vigation in particular. And I oppoſe thoſe 
perſons only of profound ſpeculation who, 
without regard to general benefit, or partial 
injury, conſider their own intereſt alone, or 
how they may employ their idle hundreds to 
the greateſt advantage. In many of the in- 
terior parts of this kingdom, perſons poſſeſſed 
of mines, or other articles of heavy carriage, 
muſt have derived infinite advantage from the 
canals- already in uſe. Manufactures muſt 
have been benefited, and therefore promoted 
by the cheapneſs of the conveyance of the 
raw materials, of proviſions for the manufac- 
turers, and of the wrought goods brought 
more readily to market. Agriculture muſt 
have likewiſe derived a bounty, if I may fo 
expreſs it, by the eaſy delivery of its produce 
at all diſtances, and a general emulation is 
provoked, through every branch of trade, by 
the acceſs which is opened to ſo many parts 
of this fertile and flouriſhing iſland. But at 
the ſame time, we are not to be fo far car. 
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ried away with theſe benefits, great as they are, 
as to ſuppoſe that the more canals we have, 


the greater and more general ſuch benefits 


muſt become; becauſe we know, that trade 
will always find its level, notwithſtanding any 
exertions of ours to the contrary; therefore, 
i there are more roads, or more carriers than 
there is produce to carry, ſome of them muſt 
fink entirely, and all of them muſt feel 

deficiency of employment, as in the pteſent 
particular inſtance, where there is already 
from nature a water carriage, from a large 
tract of country to the metropolis, and which 
I know may be improved, even to perfection, 


at an expence ee below chat of mak - 
„ e Ny 955 


What reaſon - can "i given,. 4 a very 
large ſum of money ſhould be expended, 


in opening a new. conveyance through the 


fame line of country, to entail a great bur- 
den on the public, and ſo great injury to 


a numerous deſcription of perſons, whoſe 


property and ſubſiſtence depends wholly on 
the trade of the Thames? and all this only 


to ſerve the purpaſes of deſigning men, 
Who, 


1 

ho, by holding up the advantages which 
have already, in ſome / inſtances, been de- 
- rived, would infer that advantages, equally 


great, muſt in all inſtances follow; and when 


they have thus raiſed the public expectation 
to a convenient height, and ſecured the ori- 
ginal ſubſcription to themſelves, they have 
only to take care that the weight and ha- 
zard of the execution of their ſcheme may 


fall upon the ſhoulders of others, and not 
5 80 their own. 


For theſe reaſons, when an expenſive canal 
is projected, without mature conſideration 
of its probable or viſible conveniences or in- 
conveniences, it is the part of the public to 
deliberate upon all its peculiarities of circum- 
ſtances and ſituation. If the line of canal 
approaches too near to others, already com- 
pleated, the proprietors muſt be diſappointed 
in their expectation of gain, and the public 
benefit be much abated, by the - trade being 
divided into too many channels. If there 
are only two canals through the ſame'tra& of 
country, to the fame point, even though it 
be to the-metropolis; the profits of the trade 


may 


vWF * 
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Urs) 
may be ound idly. deficient for the man 
_tenance. 1of- them both, even if. it i is known 
to allow a . good intereſt, for one. The repairs 
and; management muſt certainly be nina 
without increafe of income. for hat inco inco 
Ae it beyond hat the whple, trade will 
produce?) This double charge muſt increaſe. 
the burthen on .the ,publis, hich muſt be 
perpetual, and without remedy. . Whereas if 
there is but one line of water carriage, 
through the ſame country, and this what may 
be effected at much the leaft expence, over- 
bwings of advantage are to be expected, 
m this, poſſeſſing the profits of the Whole 
trade, which will go into a-finking fund, 
.to reduce that burden, which at firſt is com- 
— paratively light, and which, from theſe means, 
will dads and wy be e 


— have, « no $6 28 to obſtruct 


the fair ; advantage | of others; but, as a 
true foyer of bis euntry, he can never think 
\ bimſelf employed fo agreeably as. in promot- 
ing its welfare; nor can any proſpect be 
o pleaſant, - to him, as to 0 its prof- 


** 


